Curriculum vitae
Katharina Kummer Peiry, MLaw (Zurich), Ph.D. (London) 
	 
	 Education 

	
	

	2005-2007
	University of St. Gallen (Switzerland): Certificate of Advanced Studies (CAS) in Mediation in the economic and public domains 

	1990-1993
	Faculty of Law, Queen Mary and Westfield College, University of London: Ph.D.  in international environmental law. Thesis published by Oxford University Press (1995, cf. list of publications).

	1984-1985
	American University in Cairo / Centre Culturel Français, Cairo (Egypt): Studies of the Arabic language. 

	1979-1984
	Faculty of Law and Political Science, University of Zurich (Switzerland): Master of Law UZH, Magna Cum Laude. 

	1973-1979
	Secondary education at Kantonsschule Wiedikon, Zurich (Switzerland). Maturität Typus A (classic languages).

	1966-1973
	Primary education in Covington LA. (USA), Zurich (Switzerland), Awash (Ethiopia) and Langnau a/A (Switzerland).

	 
	 

	 
	 Professional  Experience

	 2007-
	Executive Secretary, UNEP/Secretariat of the Basel Convention on the Control of Transboundary Movements of Hazardous Wastes and their Disposal, Geneva (Switzerland).

	2000-2007
	Director, Kummer EcoConsult, Villars-sur-Glâne (Switzerland). Areas of work: Consulting, studies, analyses, education and training in the areas of international environmental law and policy and sustainable development.

	1999-2007
	Lecturer, Faculty of Law, University of Bern (Switzerland). Subject area: International environmental law

	2004
	Visiting Fellow, Faculty of Law, School of Law, University of New South Wales (Sydney, Australia): Intensive course in international environmental law in the framework of the LLM programme

	 1997-1999
	Head of Section, Environmental Affairs, Political Division V, Federal Department of Foreign Affairs (EDA), Bern (Switzerland). Areas of work: Environment and sustainable development: Representation of Switzerland in global negotiations (focus: legal and institutional aspects), training of future diplomats, coordination and transmission of information within the Federal Administration and with interested persons in Switzerland and abroad.

	 1994-1997
	Programme Officer / Senior Programme Officer, International Affairs Division, Federal Agency of Environment, Forests and Landscape (BUWAL), Bern (Switzerland). Areas of work: Multilateral and bilateral cooperation with Central and Eastern Europe in environmental matters: Representation of Switzerland in the process ”Environment for Europe”, coordination of the input of BUWAL to development projects. Basel Convention on hazardous wastes: Representation of Switzerland in international negotiations.

	 1991-1994
	Consultant with the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) and the United Nations Conference on Environment and Development (”Earth Summit” in Rio). Subject areas: Climate change, marine pollution, trade and environment.

	 1988-1990
	 Consultant / Associate Programme Officer, Environmental Law and Institutions Unit, UNEP, Nairobi (Kenya). Seconded by the Government of Switzerland within the framework of the Swiss initiative to elaborate the Basel Convention on hazardous wastes.

	 1987-1988
	 Law clerk trainee, from 12/87: law clerk, District Court of Horgen and tenancy court of the District of Horgen (Switzerland).

	 1985-1987
	 Research and teaching assistant at the Faculty of Law and Political Science and at the Institute of Public International Law and Comparative Constitutional Law, University of Zurich (Switzerland). Part time judicial reporter for the ”Aargauer Volksblatt (daily newspaper), Baden (Switzerland)

	 1982-1984
	 Legal assistant, law department, ATAG Allgemeine Treuhand AG, Zurich (part time).

	 
	 

	 
	 Professional training

	 1998-1999
	 Course on personnel management, organized by the Swiss Federal Personnel Office for employees in managerial positions.

	 
	 

	 
	 Other activities

	1999-2000
	Crossing of the Atlantic on a sailing yacht (36 feet, 2 persons) and navigation in the Caribbean. Temporary interruption of professional activities for this purpose.

	 
	 

	 
	 Languages

	German
	 native language

	English
	fluent, spoken and written

	French
	fluent, spoken and written

	Spanish
	fair knowledge, spoken and written

	Italian
	fair knowledge, spoken and written

	Arabic
	basic knowledge


